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UK spends: 
• more on primary than US, OECD & EU 
• more on secondary than US, OECD & EU 
• more on upper sec and post-sec than US, OECD & EU 
• more on tertiary than OECD & EU, but less than US 
• more on education in total than US, OECD and EU 

Spending as a proportion of GDP (2013) 

Compared to OECD, UK spends: 
• 27% more on primary 
• 20% more on secondary 
• 42% more on upper / post-

sec 
• only 12% more on tertiary 
• 29% more overall 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2016 
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